Colleton County Career Skills Center Training Funds — $150,000

On behalf of Colleton County, you requested the 2020-21 Appropriation Budget the amount of $150,000.00
for Colleton Career Skills Center, We would like to renew this request in the new budget, These funds will
be used to improve the ability to assist job-seekers to find rewarding jobs and sustain employment through
the vendor Palmetto Training Institute (PTT). PTI trains job-seekers in welding and machining and teaches
other trades as well. At the end of training classes, the job-seekers receive a national certification that is
recognized by employers anywhere in the United States. In addition, PTI goes a step further to help the
graduates find employment. So far, they have demonstrated a 95% success rate, These funds are for a
worthy cause that helps unemployed and under-employed citizens in Colleton County to obtain well-paying
jobs,



COLLETON COUNTY

SOUTH CAROLINA

Tuly 7, 2020

‘The Henorable Marge Boght Matthevrs
Senator, District 45

Srate of South Caroling

U2 Gressente Building

Colambia, Bouth Caroling 29201

Dear Margie:

Thank you again for listening to my concerns sbout raiming funding for cur underemployed citizens
of Colleron County. The County is very interested in inaproving the ability of our jobs-seekess to find
rewarding and sustaining employment in and around Colleton County. As you know, Colleton County
has invested heavily to construct snd equip a first-clase training centex, the Colleton Career Skills
Center. O training vendor, Palmetto Training Insdoste (PTD, wains jobs-seckers in welding and
machining and can teach other trades as well. At the end of the training classes, the jobs-secker has
eavned 4 national certification that is recognized by emplovers anywhere in the US. PTI goes a step
turther 0 help their graduates find employment. So fas, they have detnonstraied a 95% success rate.

A major barrer facing our citizens i that the waining/ widon does cost approsimately §5000+ /.. As
vou are well aware, far too many familivs sverage less than $18,000 household incoms in 2 ealenday
year with median rent in excess of $500,00 monthly. This cost precludes both the unemployed and
under-emploved framn reaching thelr potendal,  Wekforce Tnvestment Board (WIA) fands can
underwrite training costs for on-the-job-training candidates or dislocared workers. However, our
anemployed and underemployed Colletonians cannot get these better paving jobs with benefits,
without the skills that waining provides.

To eliminate the nueon barrier to the life-changiag opportunities that having a well-paying job means,
we wish for vou to consider helping our citizens with the esmblishment of ¢ mition grant fund pool.
We beheve thar with funds of $150,000, along with a promotional push to excite our vnemploved aad
under-employed  citizens, natonally cerdfied waining san be provided o approximately 30
Colletonians, We appreciate all thae you have alieady done for Colleton County, and throughout your
Senate Distrct 45, and hope thae you may be able w help us solve oue skills wzining conundnm
through a state budget appropriation.

Taylor, 5.
Vae-Uhairenan,
Caolleton County Counel
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